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January – February 2008 

                Message from the president  
 
Dear Members, 
I hope you all had a marvelous holiday season and are ready for an exciting 
New Year!  Our Society is already in full swing, gearing up for another 
creative year.  Thanks to the great Board of last year, under the excellent 
direction of Kathy Frevert Levenson (thanks Kathy for leaving me such a 
great organization to work with!); there is already much planned for you to do 
and learn from throughout the year. 
 
At our Holiday Luncheon (quite a ‘hat-ful’ - don’t miss the photos in this 
newsletter) we again requested ideas for 2008 activities from members with 
a raffle ticket survey.  We heard that there is a lot of interest in providing 
group opportunities to paint together, whether indoors or outdoors; several 
members offered their homes for painting.  There is also high interest in 
continuing our productive critiques and invited artist demonstrations.  Several 
suggestions were made for trips to art museums and shows.  We’re now 
trying to work all the ideas into the ’08 calendar.  Don’t ever hesitate to offer 
a fun, educational idea! 
 
Ideas for future accomplishments included increasing exposure for SPS and 
membership growth, promoting the Society outside of El Dorado County, 
raising funds for the group, and educating others about pastels.  I think we 
should make good progress on these ideas this year – for one thing, we are 
trying a new venue for our Fall Membership Show, in Folsom, and the show 
will last over 6 weeks so there will be plenty of time to increase our exposure. 
 
As we get activities finalized we’ll use our newsletter, email and telephone 
trees to let you know.  You can always check the Calendar of Events in this 
newsletter and on our website at SierraPastelSociety.net for updates.   
 
And as your new Prez, this is my first chance to remind you that membership 
dues are now due.  Please send in your dues today, if you haven’t already 
done so, and be an important contributor to another successful year. 
 
I’m looking forward to a fun year of sharing and learning with all of you.  I’m 
going to suggest that we spend a bit of time at general meetings, and put 
aside some space in this newsletter, for members to share painting tips they 
learned in classes, read in books, or just invented.  Please call me (or email) 
anytime with ideas for moving us forward in our painting adventures!  
 
Happy New (Painting) Year, 
 
Susan Cochrane Levitsky           slevitsky@sbcglobal.net        530-676-0781 
President, Sierra Pastel Society 
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  Calendar of Events   
Visit www.sierrapastelsociety.net for updates 

Jan 26  10 am – noon Practice Paint-Around 
This is a new Saturday activity that is bound to be an experience 
– we think a fun one!  Depending on how our practice session 
goes, we are considering a Paint-Around fundraiser later in the 
year.   The way it works is something like this: A team of artists 
will paint for one hour on a painting, one artist at a time, 
rotating from painting to painting.  For our practice paint-
around, each artist will go home with a painting that has been 
worked on by other artists! 
 
Each artist should come with something to paint (a photo, an 
object or a few small objects), an easel, pastel paint, paper and a 
sense of adventure.  Teams will be set up depending on how 
many artists participate.  Each person will have a set number of 
minutes to work on a painting and then will move to another 
painting, and so forth until a set of 10-20 minutes is completed in 
one hour (for example, a team of three artists would have 20 
minutes per painting for one hour).   
Location: Rescue, CA. 
For directions and to RSVP contact David Beauchamp, 530-
676-1114, beauarts@directcon.net 
 
Saturday, Feb 23 10 am -2 pm Potluck and Critique 
Bring your paintings and have them critiqued in a friendly 
environment by other artists.  The Spring Membership Show is 
next month so you will have time add final touches to your 
paintings!  
As part of this day of sharing, bring something to contribute to a 
potluck lunch. All experience levels are welcome! 
Location:  Ramona Beckwith’s home.  RSVP to Ramona, 530-
295-0176, by Sunday February 17.  She will provide directions. 
 
Saturday, March 1, 10am-3pm Paint-in 
Sherry once again opens her studio!  Bring your gear, something 
to paint, lunch and your enthusiasm.  
Location: Cameron Park. If you would like to join us, please 
contact: Sherry Huntting   classicart@sbcglobal.net,  
530-677-1282 
 
Saturday, March 8,  9:30am-1pm General Meeting with 
Demonstration by Sam Liberman           
Sam Liberman will give a landscape or seascape demonstration 
after a short general meeting.  Sam has won numerous awards 
and has shown in galleries from California to New York.  His 
work been acknowledged in the Pastel Journal and he states in 
his biography, “… I use my memory and my imagination to a 
greater or lesser extent in each painting. I am trying to express 
my visual thought and feelings about the subject, rather than to 
present a photographic representation.’  If you are familiar with 
Sam’s work and wondered about his creative process, this will 
be your opportunity to learn!  Location: Clubhouse, Greenstone 
Estates, 4700 Old French Town Road, Shingle Springs. 
 

 
March 8,   9:30-1 pm    General Meeting 
with Demonstration/presentation by Sam Liberman. 
        
We will start with a short general meeting at 9:30 am.   
Then at 10:00 am our guest, Sam Liberman will give a 
demonstration.  Sam has won numerous awards and 
has shown in galleries from California to New York.  
His work has been acknowledged in the Pastel 
Journal. He states in his biography, “My favorite 
subject is landscape, which I do on site or with the 
help of photographs I have taken while traveling. I 
also paint and draw figures and still life paintings.  I 
use my memory and my imagination to a greater or 
lesser extent in each painting. I am trying to express 
my visual thought and feelings about the subject, 
rather than to present a photographic representation.’  
After the demonstration we will have light 
refreshments. 
Location: The Clubhouse at Greenstone Estates, 4700 
Old French Town Road, Shingle Springs.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to our new signature members 
By Kathy F. Levenson 
 
Our annual review for Signature Members took place 
in November and our judge, Terri Ford, reviewed the 
applications for Signature Status. I am pleased to 
announce that we have two new signature members: 
Martin Bettin of Brownsville, California and Susan 
Levitsky from Cameron Park.  Signature Members may 
use the initials “SPS” after their signature on their art 
or in publication as long as they remain a member in 
good standing.   
 
For the annual review process, applicants submitted 
three slides to be judged.   Another way to obtain 
Signature Status is by automatic acceptance.  A 
member in good standing may request Signature Status 
if they have had at least one painting per show 
accepted in three different SPS juried “Pastels on 
High” (POH) International Exhibitions among five 
consecutive POH shows.  In 2008 we hope to have 
more Signature Members – it is an opportunity to be 
recognized for your accomplishments as an artist!    
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             Artist Opportunities               
WORKSHOP 
 
Plein Air Pastel with Maggie Price 
May 24-28, 2008 Pollock Pines, Ca 
Paint the landscape in Pastel with Maggie Price, 
PSA.  Maggie Price is a signature Member of PSA, 
Pastel Society of New Mexico and Plein Air New 
Mexico.  She was the co-founder and editor of The 
Pastel Journal magazine, and is the author of 
painting in pastels: easy techniques to master the 
medium (North Light, 2007).  Tips and techniques 
about working indoors in pastels, and individual 
assistance at your easel for 5 days.  Class is limited 
to 15; tuition is $425.  For more info or to register, 
contact her at 505-294-7752, email 
pcstudios@cableone.net, or register on-line at 
MaggiePriceArt.com 
 
Join Utah Pastelist Colleen Howe in the Mojave 
Desert for wildflowers and an amazing landscape 
painting class on the weekend of March 1st & 2nd. 
This class will be camping in the scenic Saline 
Valley just west of Death Valley.  For info and to 
sign up contact Colleen at mail@colleenhowe.com 
 
EXHIBITIONS AND COMPETITIONS 
 
Mar 3, 2008   Pastel Society of the West Coast   
22ndAnnual Open Exhibit “ Pastels USA”,  
May18- Jun 22;  Dry Pastels;#10 SASE Jerry Boyd 
686 Cedar Flat Ave., Galt, CA 95632.  
Jerry@geraldboyd.comwww.pswc.ws. 
 
Apr 1, 2008: Pastel Painters of Maine 9th Intl 
Juried Exhibition “Pastels Only”: 1/3 slides, soft 
pastels only. July 10-Aug 10; Dick Neuville, 11 
Harris St., Springvale ME 04083 
Meuville@gwi.net.  
www.pastelpaintersofmaine.com. 
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By: Marise 

d’Abreu 

 
 
The afternoon was filled with holiday cheer at the 

Maad Tea Party in El Dorado Hills.  Artists came in their 
Christmas best, and donned exquisite hats to top off the 
festive mood. High tea was served, together with a 
scrumptious spread of sandwiches, petit fours, scones with 
clotted cream and other dainties. The crowd was entertained 
by a chorus of old fashioned carolers singing a modern 
rendition of the ‘Twelve Days after Christmas’. 

 
 Members shared their recent accomplishments:-

Marie is teaching classes, Melody completed a pet portrait 
commission, Uraina is opening an art school in her new 
studio and leading a trip to Giverney, France, Jimmie and 
Carol Newland will be in the EDH studio tour , Susan is 
changing careers to work on art, and showing at Hang it Up 
in EDH.  Paulette is showing at Fike Wine Gallery in 
Folsom and Hang it Up in EDH.  

  
After speeches by our ‘olde’ president Kathleen 

Frevert Levenson and the incoming president Susan 
Levitsky, the artists dispersed into the holiday filled spirit of 
the Town Plaza in El Dorado Hills.   A gaggle of us 
meandered into Hang It Up Gallery at which some of our 
artists are now showing, and others sampled fine wines 
while being lured to spread some Christmas dollars at the 
specialty stores and boutiques in the plaza. 

 
  Many thanks to Jimmie Grann for the painstaking 

arrangements that made this luncheon a heartwarming  and 
memorable success. 
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Getting Your Art on the Sierra Pastel Society Website 
by Kathy Frevert Levenson (email: kathyhoward85@yahoo.com) 
 
Several people have contacted me about submitting paintings to our website.   It is fairly easy to have your art 
posted at our website and this is a great way to share your work on-line.   
 
There are two places where a member’s painting can appear on the SPS Website, the Member Gallery and the 
Home Page. 
 
The Member Gallery is a page that lists each member. If you would like, an image of one of your paintings 
can be included by your name.  Our web master, Steve Arrigotti, charges $5 to add an image to the 
membership page. (In the initial start up of our website, Steve added images as part of his overall fee for 
setting up the website.  Now we are paying for updates.)   Steve also charges $20 to set up a small webpage 
with 4 images.  You may contact Steve directly on this (see the following article).  
 
The Home Page features paintings by member artists who have won awards, with preference given to 
paintings awarded Best of Show, People’s Choice, or 1st place at a SPS sponsored show.  The page features 
six paintings, one at a time; the paintings change each time the page is opened or refreshed. If you would like 
to have one of your paintings considered for the Home Page, send it to me. This painting should be saved as a 
jpg file @72 dpi and the longest side should measure 6.0”. The paintings on the homepage will be changed 
periodically.  
 
Here is information from Steve about having your own webpage.   
____________________________________________________________ 
Hello Artists, 

For any member who is interested I'll be happy to add a page with your artwork to the Sierra Pastel Society 
website. 

My charge for a single page is $20 payable after I upload and you approve the page. 

Your Input:  

The following items are included on the page and should be sent to me via email to: steve@arrigotti.net 

Please put "pastel society web page" in the subject line so I don't think it is spam. 

o 4 images saved as jpeg’s @72 dpi. The longest edge should be 4.0"  
o If you want to add titles, sizes, prices and medium send that information in the body of the email.  
o If you want to include a VERY brief artist statement (1 or 2 short sentences) send that information in the 

body of the email.  
o If you have an existing web site include the complete URL (domain name) and I'll link to it from the page.  
o If you have an email address send that information in the body of the email.  

*What's not included  on this page is phone #'s, mailing address, classes, workshops, schedule of events 
etc. As a member of the Sierra Pastel all/some of these MAY be included elsewhere on the website. 

If you would like a complete web site built my rates are very affordable. 

Check out my web site at: http://www.arrigotti.net. If you have questions or want to talk about the page just call 
me at 916-933-Here’s my address:   
Steve Arrigotti, 1481 Lomita Way, El Dorado Hills, CA. 95762,steve@arrigotti.net 
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CLASSES AND WORKSHOPS 

 
 
 
 
                            SIERRA  PASTEL  SOCIETY 

PO Box 1936 
Placerville, CA 95667 

Tuesday Morning Group at Placerville Senior Center, 
All medium, 9:00am-noon. Call Valerie Bye at 
(530) 622-4111 
 
Anita Wolff , Oils/Pastel/Watercolor. Classes are held 
On Friday by appointment. Classes are semiprivate: 
(530) 644-6814 
 
Connie Randmaa, Pastel/Watercolor. Classes by 
Appointment, call for information (530) 644-8664 
 
Chris Rex, workshops in CREATIVITY, 
Finding the inner spark, based on a process 
called Focusing. 

Sherry Huntting Studio, Oils & Pastel. Two year 
Apprentice program in Classical Realism, specializing 
in portraiture. (530) 677-1282 
website:www.SherryHunttingStudio.com 
 
Irene Lester, Pastel School of Light and Color (916) 966-
8664 
 
Blanche Kawahara, Pastels: (530) 622-8026 
 
��� � New: Urania Christy Tarbet,  PSA Life Member and 
IAPS Master Circle – Founder/President IAPS Semi 
private classes by appointment-pastel/oil, pallet 
knife/watercolor & pen ink for plein air painting on how to 
create a travel sketchbook.  Easels available for studio use. 
Call for information: (530) 644-4899 


