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  FROM THE PRESIDENT  

January-February 2012 

 Dear Members and Friends of Sierra Pastel Society, 

     Happy New Year to all of you!  2011 was such a busy year.  I am looking forward to 2012 

and working with a slightly revised board.  The board last year was just outstanding.  Most of 

them are staying with me for another year, but we have several new people who will be working 

with us.  Judy Perry is leaving us and will be missed by us all.  It will take two people to replace 

her.  Kathy Kepus will be our new Treasurer and Carroll Vinson will be our new Membership 

chairperson.   Joyce Amlick is replacing Robin Stein as our Secretary.  Not that anyone can be 

replaced.  Robin was so organized that hopefully we are well trained by now so Joyce won’t 

have to work too hard getting us to toe the line.  Valerie Niergarth will be Vice President 

since Kaaren Poole will be taking another position.  I am very happy to be working with Val-

erie and hopefully guiding her to be the President for 2013.  Kaaren has been so helpful this 

year and has taken the reins whenever I took off on my travels. 

     One additional person added to our board warrants some explanation.  Helping Beverly 

Austin as an Associate Director is Dave Williams.  We decided to have two people in this 

position next year because of our “Pastels on High” Exhibition to be held in the fall.  The posi-

tion of associate directors was established to increase the participation of the public in our 

shows.  Beverly and Dave will be coordinating the contacts with the public and organizing the 

awards to be given at the exhibition. 

     On another subject, please take a look at our calendar for next year.  It is full of exciting 

things that will be taking place.  Unfortunately, the majority of dates are still tentative.  Our 

workshop director, Thaleia Georgiades, has developed a lineup of wonderful “mini” work-

shops that will take place throughout the year.  If you are able to attend a majority of them, you 

will receive an in-depth body of knowledge of the entire realm of pastel painting (See pg. 10). 

This month at our board meeting we will also be working on specific dates and other activities 

such as visits to galleries, critiques, membership meetings, shows, paint-outs and the “Pastels on 

High” exhibition.  If you would like to work on any of these events, please contact us. 

     Finally one big “congratulations” to all the members who participated in our membership 

show,  the paintings submitted were absolutely wonderful. 

     All in all, this looks to be a busy and productive year and I am looking forward to working 

with the rest of the board.  I would like to add one more thing regarding goals for 2012.  I did-

n’t meet my goal for last year.  (It was to complete one painting per week on an average).  I 

have done this in past years, but wasn’t traveling as much at that time.  (Sounds like I’m making 

excuses.) However, I am going to keep this goal for next year.   I think that just by stating a 

goal, one is more inclined to try and complete it.  Did any of you write down a goal last year 

and post it near your easel?  Did it help?  I had a mentor quite a few years ago who told me that 

in order to improve you need to treat your art as a job!  Set a goal and work at it five days a 

week.  It sure helped at that time.  It’s time to start working again.  Looking forward to working 

with all of you in 2012!                                                                       ~~Connie Randmaa 

PLEASE NOTE!  

NEW DATES FOR UP-

COMING SHOWS ON 

EVENTS CALENDAR 
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THE BOARD 2011 

 

President 

Connie Raandma 

 conniepastels@gmail.com 

530-644-8664 

 

Vice President 

Valerie Niergarth 

530-621-0601 

semperfi49@att.net 

 

Secretary 

Joyce Amlick 

Joycea@remotelylocated.net 

530-676-2519 

 

Affiliate Director(s) 

 Beverly Austin 

bev@bevaustinfineart.com 
530-642-0946 

 
Dave Williams 

916-939-3491 
Dave@HangItUpGallery.com 

 

Treasurer  

Kathy Kepus 

kmkepus@yahoo.com 

530-344-8088 
 
 

Membership Director 

Judy Perry 

judy@judithperryfineart.com 

530-621-1614 
 

Special Events Hostess 

Gloria Vernon 

rgvernon@directcon.net 

530-621-2468 

 

SPS EVENTS CALENDAR for 2012* 

 JANUARY – 8th Sunday 12 a.m. - 2 p.m.  Winter Membership Show comes down; 

paintings to be picked up at Artspace Gallery, Placerville.   Kaaren Poole (530) 672-0943 

JANUARY Signature Workshop Series No. 1 “Making Pastels”.  First in a 12 workshop 

series presented by the Sierra Pastel Society. Contact Thaleia Georgiades (530) 626-9188 

for more information on any of the following Signature Workshops.  Open to all. 

JANUARY 28th Saturday 10 a.m. Potluck Brunch, informal painting critique, & DVD 

viewing at Susan Levitsky’s Cameron Park home.  Call Susan to RSVP (530) 676-0781 
 

FEBRUARY Signature Workshop No. 2 “Making Sanded Surfaces” 
 

MARCH Signature Workshop No. 3 “Techniques for Working with Pastels 1” 
 

APRIL Saturday 1:00 p.m. General Meeting at EDH Sr. Center, 990 Lassen Lane., El 

Dorado Hills 

APRIL Signature Workshop No. 4 “Techniques for Working with Pastels 2” 
 

MAY Spring Membership Show and Reception 

MAY Signature Workshop No. 5 “Techniques for Working with Pastels 3”   
 

JUNE   Plein Air Paint-out So. Lake Tahoe  

JUNE Signature Workshop No. 6 “How to Accomplish Do-Overs” 
 

JULY   Signature Workshop No. 7 “Finishing Techniques” 
 

AUGUST    General Meeting (details to be determined) 

AUGUST Signature Workshop No. 8 “Photographing Your Work” 
 

SEPTEMBER    [Studio Tour sponsored by PAA] 

SEPTEMBER Signature Workshop No. 9 “Photoshop your Images” 
 

OCTOBER Signature Workshop No. 10 “Matting and Framing Selections” 

OCTOBER Membership Show and Reception 
 

NOVEMBER  ―Pastels On High International Exhibition‖ 

NOVEMBER Signature Workshop No. 11 “Assembling Your Framed Presentation” 
 

DECEMBER Signature Workshop No. 12 “Showing and Marketing Your Work” 

DECEMBER Signature Workshop Show and Reception  

DECEMBER Sierra Pastel Society Annual Holiday Party 

*Please note, this is a tentative calendar of events for 2012, and subject to change.  Informa-

tion will be updated as it becomes available.   Notices with dates and more information will 

be sent via e-mail prior to whenever possible. 

http://www.sierrapastelsociety.net/
mailto:mailto:conniepastels@yahoo.com
mailto:mailto:kspoole@hughes.net
mailto:mailto:semperfi49@att.net
mailto:mailto:Joycea@remotelylocated.net
mailto:mailto:bev@bevaustinfineart.com
mailto:mailto:Dave@HangItUpGallery.com
mailto:mailto:kmkepus@yahoo.com
mailto:mailto:judy@judithperryfineart.com
mailto:mailto:rgvernon@directcon.net
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Public Relations Director(s) 

Kathy Frevert Levenson  

kathyhoward85@yahoo.com 

530-676-8532 

Susan Levitsky 

slevitsky@sbcglobal.net 

530-676-0781 

 

Newsletter  

Carolyn Lewis 

carolynlewis1525@comcast.net 

530-295-4955 

 

Exhibition Director 

Pat Stoddard Aragon 

paragon6261@wildblue.net 

530-620-2432 

 

IAPS Liaison 

Kathy Hall 

susihall@comcast.net 

kathy@khallart.com 

530-620-3400 

 

Workshops  

Thaleia Georgiades 

thaleia@directcon.net 

530-626-9188 

 

Web Coordinator 

Kathy Frevert Levenson 

kathyhoward85@yahoo.com 

530-676-8532 

  
 
 
 

 

 

 

Award Winners of  the Winter Membership Show! 

 

Best of Show: "Koi Ripples" by Carolyn Thompson  

Signature Category: 

Awards of Excellence:  

 "Winter Meditation" by Carolyn Thompson 

 "The Gorge" by Connie Randmaa 

"Hawaiian Pigeons" by Carolyn Lewis 

Awards of Merit:   

"Delamination" by Gloria Vernon 

 "Raccoon" by Irene Lester 

 "Seashells" by Connie Randmaa  

Landscape/Seascape: 

1st:  "High Sierra Splendor" by Judith Perry 

2nd:  "Black and Whites" by Lucinda Johnson 

3rd:  ""The Truckee River" by Beverly Dearman 

Honorable Mention:  ""Woods Lake" by Jean Stiles  

Portrait/Figure/Animal Category: 

1st:  "Leonard 2" by Jennifer Eubanks 

2nd:  "The Hills are Alive" by Jimmie Grann 

3rd:  ""Tinkerbelle" by Beverly Dearman 

 Floral/Still Life/Abstract Category: 

1st:  "Raspberry Deca-Dense" by Deborah Hill 

2nd:  "OW5" by Gary Brockett 

WINTER MEMBERSHIP SHOW RESULTS 

 

     Our Winter Member Show opened on Tuesday, December 6 at EDAC with a 
wonderful showing of 61 of our member's beautiful paintings.  Included in the 61 
are 11 miniatures.  Clark Mitchell, an award-winning pastel artist as well as author 
of many articles appearing in the Pastel Journal and other prominent art maga-
zines, judged the show.  It was gratifying to hear his comments on the high qual-
ity of not only the award winners but the show in general. 

     Saturday, December 17th, we held a reception at EDAC where the show 
chairman, Kaaren Poole, presented the awards.  The People's Choice Award will 
be tallied at the end of the show and announced in the next newsletter. 

     Thanks to all who helped with, entered, and have attended the show.  We look 
forward to another spectacular show in the spring.                                                                                           
       ~~Kaaren Poole 

http://www.sierrapastelsociety.net/
mailto:mailto:kathyhoward85@yahoo.com
mailto:mailto:slevitsky@sbcglobal.net
mailto:mailto:carolynlewis1525@comcast.net
mailto:mailto:paragon6261@wildblue.net
mailto:mailto:susihall@comcast.net
mailto:mailto:kathy@khallart.com
mailto:mailto:thaleia@directcon.net
mailto:mailto:kathyhoward85@yahoo.com
mailto:mailto:kathyhoward85@yahoo.com
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ART SHOWS TO SEE 

  

“Let it Snow”  Open now through January 14, 2012, Knowlton Gallery, 115 S. School St., Lodi.   Open Tues.-

Sat. 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.  This show of pastels and oils is a celebration of the snowy landscape painted by Kath-

leen Dunphy, Craig Nelson, Dennis Ziemienski, Clark Mitchell, Charles Muench, Kim Lordier, Gil Dellinger, and 

Janette Jones.  http://www.knowltongallery.com/html/calendar.html. 

“California Vernacular” Janurary 17 – March 3, 2012, Knowlton Gallery (address and hours above). This 

show is about all the weird and wonderful things that are uniquely “Californian” as interpreted by Dennis 

Ziemienski, Carolyn Lord, Randall Sexton, Timothy Horn & Chuck Kovacic. 

 “The Allure of Water”  Open now through January 22, 2012, Haggin Museum, Stockton.  For this exhibition, 

33 members of the Plein-Air Painters of America (PAPA) and seven select guest artists went into the field to 

experience and translate everything from rain, fog, clouds and rivers to lakes, oceans, snowfields and water-

falls.  The Museum is in Victory Park, 1201 N. Pershing Ave., Stockton, and open Sat. and Sun. 12 – 5 p.m.; 

Wed. – Fri. 1:30 – 5 p.m.; 1st and 3rd Thursdays open until 9 p.m.   www.hagginmuseum.org . 

 “Edgar Payne: The Scenic Journey” February 11 – May 6, 2012, 

Crocker Art Museum, 216 ‘O’ St., Sacramento.  Open Tues. through Sun. 

10 a.m. – 5 p.m.; Thurs. 10 a.m.- 9 p.m.  One of the most gifted of Califor-

nia's early plein-air artists, Edgar Payne utilized the brushwork and colors 

of Impressionism... This exhibition of more than 80 signature paintings 

and drawings, as well as additional objects from the artist's studio, traces 

Payne's artistic development as he travelled the world in search of mag-

nificent settings.  www.crockerartmuseum.org 
 

“ANIMAL HOUSE” Sacramento Fine Arts Center’s Annual Exhibition, Feb-

ruary 21 – March 10, 2012,  5330 B Gibbons Dr., Carmichael.   Poetry and music inspired by pieces in this 

show will be combined in a special concert (featuring the Dave Brubeck Jazz Band, and poets including Bob 

Stanley, Poet Lauriet), March 17th at the center, with special recognition given to the specific artists.  Check 

www.sacfinearts.org for further information, or contact show chair, Richard Turner (916) 395-2224. 

JANUARY BRUNCH TO FEATURE  
INFORMAL CRITIQUE OF YOUR PAINTINGS  & EDUCATIONAL DVDS 

 

     SPS members are invited to an informal gathering at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 28th, at the Cameron Park 

home of Susan Levitsky to enjoy a potluck brunch.  Come enjoy good food, artist camaraderie, the chance to get 

some input on your paintings (bring 2-3), plus the opportunity to check out art-related educational DVDs (bring 

yours to share).  Last year’s brunch was a huge success.  Please RSVP Susan at (530) 676-0781 to coordinate 

food for the brunch and get directions. 

BRUNCH ANYONE? 

http://www.sierrapastelsociety.net/
http://www.sacfinearts.org
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ART SHOWS TO ENTER –Listed by Entry Due Dates 

January 16th Richeson75 Landscape, Seascape and Architecture Competition; download prospectus and/or enter 

on line at www.richeson75.com/callforentries.html.  

 

February 3rd & 4th  Receiving days for Sacramento Fine Art Center’s annual open ―ANIMAL HOUSE‖ Exhibi-

tion, 5330 B Gibbons Dr., Carmichael.  (Show runs February 21 – March 10, 2012)  Poetry and music inspired by 

pieces in this show will be combined in a special concert (featuring the Dave Brubeck Jazz Band, and poets includ-

ing Bob Stanley, Poet Lauriet), March 17th at the center.  Check www.sacfinearts.org for prospectus and more in-

formation or contact Show Chair, Richard Turner at (916) 395-2224.    

 

March 16th  “PASTELS USA 2012‖, Pastel Society of the West Coast’s Annual International Open Exhibition. 

Download prospectus at www.pswc.ws or send a SASE to Gerald Boyd, 686 Cedar Flat Ave., Galt, CA 95632.  

[You don’t have to be a member of PSWC to enter this juried show.] 
 

Watch for information and the prospectus for the 2012 IAPS Gallery Exhibition expected to be available on 

their website by mid-January, www.pastelinternational.com .  The show will be on display at the City of Brea Gal-

lery, in Brea, California.  Acceptance into the IAPS exhibitions earns you points toward Master Circle status.  

Check their website for further information. 
 

Remember to check the Call for Entries and the Competitions sections in the back of your Pastel Journal 

magazines for additional pastel competitions to enter.   If you are aware of other competitions coming up that you 

think our members might be interested in, please call Kathy Hall (530) 620-3400, or email: susi-

hall@comcast.net so she can get the information into this section.   

SPS HOLIDAY PARTY   

  

Over 20 members and spouses gathered for food, fellowship and fun 

at Tortilla Flats on the evening of December 17th following the Winter 

Membership Show Reception.   
 

Three of the new 2012 board members were introduced by president, 

Connie Randmaa, and appreciation expressed for the work of the out-

going members.  
 

Those participating in 

the gift exchange after 

dinner enjoyed some 

spirited fun.  The “stealing” began as the appeal of opened gifts 

grew, and the lesson learned: never get too attached to the gift you 

open!  The laughs and good cheer closed out our year on a good 

note! 

http://www.sierrapastelsociety.net/
http://www.pswc.ws
http://www.pastelinternational.com
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MAKE YOUR OWN PASTELS –SECOND WORKSHOP REVIEW 

 In response to the many requests for a repeat workshop on the making of pastels, one was held on No-

vember 12, 2011.  We lucked out and there was no snow at my studio.  Sixteen people showed up and we started 

to work.   

 The materials were purchased from Kitty Wallis and came with full instructions.  Each person had pre-paid 

for their materials.  At the previous workshop, I made the basic white that is used as the foundation for mixing all 

the various colors of pastels.  That meant that I had to mix enough batches of the basic white for each person.  It 

took me about 2 days.  This time, each person would have to mix their own white foundation.  Each person re-

ceived a 1 pound bag of white powder and a small jar of binder.  These had to be thoroughly mixed with ¾ cup of 

water.  What a mess!  We cleaned up for the first time after completing this step. 

 After a quick demonstration on mixing colors and forming sticks of pastel, everyone dug in and began 

making their 40 pieces of pastel.  Once again, we made a big mess.  However, one table sure had the giggles.  

Don’t know if they ever finished, but they sure had fun.   

 After cleaning up again, we stopped and had a great potluck lunch.  Everyone pitched in and I thank all of 

you for helping so much. 

 When we finished cleaning up after lunch, everyone worked again on 

their pastels.  Of course this meant that we had to clean up one more time 

before the journey home.  Sounds like we did a lot of cleaning!  We did, but 

hopefully, everyone had a good time.  Once again, I’ve had more requests for 

another one of these…..we’ll see! 

               

   

     ~~Connie Randmaa 

EDITOR’S CORNER— 

 

 Sierra Pastel Society is looking for a Newsletter Director.  I will be retiring from this position right 

after the March-April issue comes out (or before if my replacement steps up sooner).  I will not be retiring from 

SPS! 

   I have so enjoyed working on the newsletter and on the Board for the past two years.  However, I do feel 

it is time to let someone else have the privilege. 

 I learned so much over these two years and would be happy to work with my replacement for however 

long it takes to get familiar with the process.  I was so grateful for the folks that helped me so much; Susan Levit-

sky, Kathy Hall, my personal friend Laurena who is a retired Graphic Designer plus the encouragement and sup-

port of the group. 

 If you are interested, please give me a call at 530-295-4955 or email carolynlewis1525@comcast.net for 

more information.   

           ~~Carolyn Lewis 

Thirty of the pastels  

created by Kathy Cook 

http://www.sierrapastelsociety.net/
mailto:mailto:carolynlewis1525@comcast.net
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Terri Ford's painting Country Calm will be on exhibit at the Triton Museum's Statewide Painting Competi-

tion & Exhibition Dec. 10 - Feb. 12. 

BULLETIN BOARD AND BRAG RAG 

"Style Magazine"  Gloria Vernon has voted Best Artist in El Dorado County.  

Sam Liberman was featured in an article in the December Pastel Journal titled "Letting 

Color Lead". 

Judy Perry was named Best Landscape Artist during a month long campaign for Peoples Choice Award at 

Gold Country Artist Gallery.  

Kat Davis’ painting titled "Twilight Zone" was accepted to the online show for IAPS which should 
be available to view online in the month of December via the IAPS website! 

FOR SALE 

"Filia" 48 Set of oil pastels, like new $90 OBO 

 "Holbein" 24 Set of oil pastels, like new $60 OBO 

 24" x 24" x 3/4" wood pastel layout tray with cover $25 

 Round 12" diameter, 2 layer, 12 sections of soft used pastels  $55 

                                                                      David Beauchamp, 676-1114, beauarts@dishmail.net  

Jennifer Rowe’s painting “Night Portrait” accepted into the IAPS 2011 Web Show and awarded 5th 

place.  Her painting, “Out of Blue: was also accepted into the show.    

Paul Harman had one piece "Where Eagles Soar" juried into the KVIE Art Auction in October that sold for 

$525.00, and two pieces juried into the Placer Arts 360 juried membership show that ran October 3 through 

SPS MEMBERS WIN AGAIN IN PAA WINTER MEMBER SHOW 

 Placerville Art Association held its annual Winter Member Show at the Government Center from Novem-

ber 14 through 18 and our members made a good showing!  Judy Perry won two Honorable Mentions in the 

Landscape/Seascape category (both pastels), Ramona Beckwith swept the Abstract/Experimental category, tak-

ing 1st, 2nd, and 3rd and also won 3rd place in the Floral/Still Life category (all mixed media).  Alyceann Ginnelli 

won 2nd place in the Floral/Still Life category (watercolor).  Connie Randmaa won 3rd place in Miniatures and 

3rd place in Landscape/Still Life (both pastels).  And Kaaren Poole won an Honorable Mention in the Miniatures 

category (graphite) as well as Best of Show for her pastel painting "Innocence." 

 

Congratulations ladies! 

                  ~~Kaaren Poole 

Ellen Dreibelbis’ two paintings were accepted in the IAPS 2011 webshow. 

http://www.sierrapastelsociety.net/
mailto:mailto:beauarts@dishmail.net
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2011 SIGNATURE MEMBERSHIP SHOW REPORT 

Fifty four outstanding paintings graced the walls of EDAC’s ArtSpace Gallery in Placerville during our 2nd Bien-

nial Signature Membership Show, November 15th through December 3rd.   Rio Linda pastelist  Marbo Barnard 

commented several times while trying to choose the award winning pieces, “This is SO DIFFICULT!”  She was 

very impressed by the quality of work in the show. 

Awards of Merit went to Connie Randmaa for City Lights, Gloria Vernon 

for Yarn Basket,  Irene Lester for Lesser Goldfinches and Winter Glow, Mickey 

Theobald for Prairie Creek Redwoods, and Kathryn Hall for Dayõs End.  

Those receiving Awards of Excellence in-

cluded Jennifer Rowe for Out of the Blue, Anita 

Wolff for Sunshine Flowers, Carolyn Jean 

Thompson for Watching the Stream, Kathryn 

Hall for Shadows of Santa Fe, and Pat Aragon 

for Hereford Heifer.  Best of Show went to Kath-

ryn Hall for My Mentor, My Friend.  A special 

vote by the artists in attendance at the lovely 

Reception and Awards Ceremony on Novem-

ber 19th resulted in the Artist’s Choice Award 

going to Jennifer Rowe for Out of the Blue.  

Votes cast by the viewing public during the length of the show resulted in 

the Public’s Choice Award going to Thaleia Georgiades for Heavens Blush.  

Congratulations to all of the winners, and to all of the participating Signature 

artists for a spectacular show! 

 

NEW INFORMATION FOR CURRENT MEMBERS 

  Mary Ann Broddrick    mawreath1@sbcglobal.net 

  Carolyn Gray-Patty                                 pattyalcarol@Q.com  

 For those of you who have not yet paid your 2012 membership dues, please get out your checkbook and 

get it in soon.    

 Remember that the delinquent date has changed to February 1st . As a reminder, if you are a Signature 

member, and you allow your membership to lapse, you will have to go through the Signature member status proc-

ess all over again.  By getting your dues in early will also ensure that you will be listed in the 2012 Membership 

Booklet.  

 I will be sending an email with membership renewal form or you may print it out from our  website 

www.sierrapastelsociety.net.  If unable to print your own form, please contact me at 530-621-1614.  Be sure to 

fill it out and send it with your check so that we have any changes to your information for the membership book-

let.                                           

                ~~Judy Perry, Membership Director 

RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR 2012 

http://www.sierrapastelsociety.net/
http://www.sierrapastelsociety.net/
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FEATURED ARTIST’S PAINTING TIPS 

Protecting Plein Aire Paintings  

   Not many artists have a blank checkbook that will allow them to purchase all of the things they would like to 

have in their plein aire kit.  Having a light weight easel and a nice box to carry one's pastels or oil paints are 

two necessities that all artists must have to move their studio onsite into the great outdoors. Another item of 

course is a decent umbrella to give one shade from hot sun while one works on that new masterpiece. The um-

brella also allows one to shade one's painting and be able to see the correct values of your colors on the paint-

ing without glare. The one other dilemma most of us face, is a suitable and safe method of transporting our wet 

paintings or dry pastels safely back home to our studio. 
 

         

 

        Putting away the easel and the pastels is not usually the issue that gives one problems, the main concern on 

every artist's mind at that juncture is being able to safely transport the painting or paintings one has started 

back to the car and then get them safely home. Some artists carry an art bag with folders with glassine pages in 

them to put over the pastel so it will be protected. But even in that situation, if one is walking any distance and 

the bag that your folder is in is jostling about, your painting could get smudged, or damp from the rain. Therein 

lies the dilemma we all face, bringing back our painting or in some cases paintings from the field safely and 

without any damage. 

 

        After considerable research I have found a product called PanelPak that I liked and subsequently purchased 

two PanelPak units, one that holds a 9" X 12" and one that holds 12" X 16" paintings. When I ordered the 

product, which comes in a number of standard sizes, I was pleasantly surprised by the workmanship, its light 

weight and the simplicity of the product. It is a frame that is routed like the back of a picture frame on both 

sides. It has two pieces of masonite board that act as covers that fit into the routed channel to back your paint-

ings and keep them protected. Each PanelPak will hold two paintings. The panels are secured by two very 

sturdy rubber bands in a sandwich in which the paintings face each other but are separated by a half- inch of 

air space.  The units cost less than 25.00 each, which to me is a very good investment.  I have used the 

PanelPak several times since I bought them in plein air excursions, and have found that I can transport my pre-

cut paper in them and of course transport the rough or finish pastels back home safely. 

    They are not waterproof, but will fit easily in your wa-

terproof bag. You may of course look them up online 

yourself at www.PanelPak.com, and order them online in 

whatever sizes you wish. The company is quick to re-

spond to your order and ships them out UPS within a mat-

ter of days. I hope you find this product a valuable addi-

tion to your plein aire kit.     

                                                           ~~Paul Harman 

     We are beginning a series called "Featured Artistôs Painting Tips" this year.   Urania had been kind 
enough to give us her (Urania's Art Tidbits) articles for eight newsletters and now we are opening it 
up for the membership to provide helpful articles as well.  If you have an article to submit, please con-
tact me no later than the deadline date for that newsletter.                                                                                                                                                         
           ~~Carolyn Lewis 

http://www.panelpak.com
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SIERRA PASTEL SOCIETY SIGNATURE WORKSHOP SERIES 

New for 2012 : SPS is offering a fabulous series of mini pastel workshops designed to build & expand your knowl-

edge & expertise in all things pastel! These 1 or 2 day workshops are offered at very  affordable prices & designed to 

be of value to artists at any skill level. For the price of 1 regular workshop you get a whole yearõs worth of educa-

tion & fun! Our goal is to advance knowledge & awareness of what pastel is made of, how to handle it, & to pro-

mote its value. Workshops are open to all members & non -members. Weõve offered Workshop #1 (making your own 

pastels) in November 2011, but will repeat the workshop if thereõs enough interest. Hereõs an outline of the series: 

Signature Workshop Series Menu 

SPS Presents Twelve 1-Day Workshops for Pastel Painters: From Start to Finish 

 (Prices shown are estimates for all members of SPS. Non-members will pay an additional $5 per class. Prices sub-

ject to change, as necessary, prior to offering each workshop. Materials for the classes are included in the cost 

unless specified otherwise. A portion of the proceeds go to SPS to support SPS programs) 

Making Pastels: $50 What is pastel made of, making pastels, & re-making pastels. Students should bring a 

selection of broken, crumbled, or too small to use bits of pastels from their studio. Students will leave class 

with at least 40 new pastels. January 2012- Instructor: Connie Randmaa 

Making Sanded Pastel Surfaces: $50 Various supports & materials used to make sanded pastel surfaces. Stu-

dents will leave with a variety of new pastel surfaces. February-  Instructor: Deborah Hill 

Techniques for Working with Pastels 1: $20 Two signature members will discuss & demonstrate various 

techniques of using pastels. This is a hands-on workshop on using various strokes & techniques to get spe-

cific effects. We will be using both manufactured & hand-made pastels & surfaces from Workshops #1 & 

#2. Students who did not take workshops #1 and/or #2 will be asked to bring some of their own materi-

als. March- Instructors: Pat Aragon 

Techniques for Working with Pastels 2: $20 Two signature members will discuss & demonstrate various 

methods of under painting. This is a hands-on workshop on how and why you might want to use under 

painting to enhance your painting. We will again be using both manufactured and hand-made pastels & 

surfaces from Workshops #1 & #2. Students who did not take workshops #1 and/or #2 will be asked to 

bring some of their own materials. April- Instructors: 

Techniques for Working with Pastels 3: $20 Two signature members will discuss & demonstrate the uses of 

how and why to use various colored papers and surfaces to achieve various effects. This is a hands-on 

workshop using both factory surfaces & some of your own surfaces from Workshop #2. Students who did 

not take workshops #1 and/or #2 will be asked to bring some of their own materials. May- Instructors: 

How to Accomplish Do-Over’s: $30 Techniques and tips on how to save a bad painting. Students should 

bring a few paintings they feel need help. These can be paintings needing major or minor revisions. Three 

signature members will demonstrate methods and assist students one-on-one to “fix” their paintings. June- 

Instructor: 

MID-WAY: Critique: $5/painting Artists can bring 1 to 3 pieces to be critiqued by a well known instructor. 

A valuable session for all to observe & listen to as well as gaining insight on your own work. June- 

Finishing Techniques: $30 Discussion and demonstration of various methods of the final finishing a paint-

ing from bare pastel to steaming, spraying, coating & glazing. Students will work hands-on with various 

methods on their own work. July- Instructor:                    (continued next page) 
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Photographing your Work: $20 Discussion and demonstration of how t0o take digital photos of your work 

with particular attention to lighting, cropping, etc. Students should bring their own digital camera to photo-

graph their own work for use in Workshop #9. August- Instructor: Jim Ginney 

Photoshop Your Images: $20 Demonstration and discussion of how to use basic Photoshop computer skills 

to adjust and manipulate photos of your work for various applications such as show entries, inventory con-

trol, advertising, web sites, etc. Students should bring the digital cards with images of their work for use in 

this class. August- Instructor: Jim Ginney 

Matting & Framing Selections: $50 Students will be selecting colors & styles for matting, frames & glass to 

frame their work with. There will be a demonstration and discussion of mat cutting methods. Students are 

welcome to supply their own frames and/or mat board but a limited selection of frame molding will be 

available to select and order custom frames from. A limited selection of mat colors will also be available for 

students to cut their own mats. Students should bring 1 or more finished paintings from previous series 

workshops. Frames and glass ordered in this workshop will be delivered for the next Workshop #11. Sep-

tember- Instructor: Robin Stein 

Assembling Your Framed Presentation: $30 Demonstration and discussion of how to assemble and finish 

your framing for a professional presentation. Frames and glass ordered in Workshop #10 will be delivered 

along with hardware and supplies for assembly. Students will assemble the finished product with help from 

the instructors, as needed. September- Instructor: Robin Stein 

Showing & Marketing Your Work: $20 Three signature members will make up a panel discussion on show-

ing and marketing your work in various arenas such as local shows, juried shows, entries for signature 

status levels, obtaining gallery representation, advertising materials, magazines, etc. Question & answer ses-

sion. October- Panelists: 
 

THE FINAL SHOW!  Now for the best part! Graduates of the series will participate in a show of the works 

they created from start to finish along with one marketing piece. There will be awards & each entry will be cri-

tiqued by a known artist outside of SPS for overall presentation. Juror to be announced. 

Contact Thaleia at Thaleia@directcon.net or call 626-9188.  

SIERRA PASTEL SOCIETY SIGNATURE WORKSHOP SERIES (continued) 

 Back by popular demand we are offering this exciting workshop for anyone who missed it before or who 

wants to take it again. This is the 1st workshop in the New SPS Signature Workshop Series  for 2012. Every par-

ticipant should come home with about 50 handmade pastel sticks in your own custom colors! Sign up now for this 

workshop being offered on Sunday, January 22nd from 9AM to 3PM at a cost of just $30 for returning students or 

$40 for new students. We’re looking for a location in the Shingle Springs vicinity (to stay out of the snow) but still 

be led by Connie Randmaa &/or Thaleia. Each student will be provided with your own supply of base white 

pastel & a selection of base colors to mix your custom colors. Students should bring lots of latex type gloves, roll 

of paper towels & shallow box to carry your wet pastels home (such as a plastic food container, backing pan, show 

box, or old pastel box). Also bring all of your old crumbles of pastel to make some awesome grey’s! Learn how 

pastels are made & what they are made of. Must sign up before January 10th so we know how much white to order!   

 Contact Thaleia at Thaleia@directcon.net or call 626-9188.  

MAKE YOUR OWN PASTELS WORKSHOP –First Signature Workshop in the Series 
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Place Address Label Here 

SIERRA PASTEL SOCIETY 

P.O. Box 1936 

Placerville, CA 95667 

We’re on the Web!

www.sierrapastelsociety.net 

 

Sherry Huntting Studio, Oil and Pastel.  Two year ap-

prenticeship program in Classical Realism, specializing in 

portraiture.  (530)677-1282 

Website:   www.sherryhunttingstudio.com 

 

Urania Christy Tarbet, PSA Life Member and IAPS 

Master Circle-Founder/President IAPS.  Private and 

Semi-private classes by appointment during summer and 

fall.  Studio and information.  (530)644-4899 

 

Terri Ford's Workshop Schedule for 2012 is now avail-

able on her website. www.terrifordart.com 

 

Blanche Kawahara, Pastel.  (530)622-8026 

 

Tuesday Morning Group at Placerville Senior Center,  

ALL MEDIA, 9:00 a.m.-noon.  Call Valerie Bye at (530)

622-4111 

 

Anita Wolff, Oil/Pastel/Watercolor.  Classes are held on 

Friday by appointment.  Classes are semiprivate.  Call 

(530)644-6814 

 

Thaleia Georgiades, Pastel Painting and Fundamentals 

of Drawing Design and Color, or Kids Art.  For sched-

ules:  email Thaleia at:  thaleia@directcon.net or call 

(530)626-9188 
 

Irene Lester, Pastel.  School of Light and Color .  Call 

(916)966-7517 

 

 

CLASSES AND GROUPS 
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