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  FROM THE PRESIDENT  

      May ðJune 2010  

Greetings fellow SPS members!   

 SPRING BRILLIANCE  is everywhere you look these days, and especially 

at EDACõs ArtSpace, the location of our spring membership show currently on dis-

play in Placerville!  The publishing of this newsletter was deliberately delayed so that 

we can report the results of Terri Fordõs judging of the exhibition.  (See the article 

on page 3.)  Congratulations to all of the winners, and many thanks to our show 

chair, Gloria Vernon, and all of her helpers involved in putting on the show.  Be sure 

to see the exhibition and take your friends; it is a wonderful display of the talents of 

our membership, and the glorious medium of pastel!   

 Spring brilliance was certainly enjoyed by those members that took part in 

our recent paint-out (April 17th) on the gorgeous private property of Brad and Joyce 

Martin  in Placerville.  The òspring weatheró April 11th however, (pouring rain) was 

not conducive to bringing paintings in for the planned critique, but the few members 

that braved the wet enjoyed an informal and informative time with Urania Christy 

Tarbet.   March 27thõs general meeting brought a large turnout to enjoy Waif 

Mullinõs presentation, including a few visitors and new members ð always welcome! 

 As we look to the coming months, we hope to offer a variety of events for 

you to take part in.  There was a large response in last Decemberõs member survey of 

desired events for opportunities to travel to art museums and galleries out of town.  

So we are putting a car-pool trip on our calendar for June 12th to travel to Lodi and 

Stockton to enjoy two wonderful exhibitions ð offering inspiration for both still - life 

painters and landscape artists.  May 14th and June 19th weõre offering additional 

paint-out opportunities.  See details on all of these events on page 3, and get signed 

up! 

 Spring brilliance often inspires us to push a spade rather that a pastel, but I 

hope you are giving yourselves time to work at your easels, so that the very best ex-

amples of your work will be ready to enter digitally on a CD by July 31st for jurying 

into Pastels on High, our International Exhibition which will hang in October in El 

Dorado Hills.  Exhibition chair, Susan Levitsky, and her team are working hard be-

hind the scenes to make this exhibition another great success, and their efforts are 

greatly appreciated!  See Susanõs POH update on page 5 and keep pushing those pas-

tels with the goal of being part of this òreally big showó! 

 I look forward to seeing you at coming events, and until then, happy painting! 

       Kathy Hall 
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Please be sure to RSVP early to those hosting events, so that they can plan for the 
right number of attendees (food, timing, travel, etc) 

                                                          

MAY 4th  Tuesday, - MAY 15th  Saturday, Spring Brilliance Membership 

Show on display in downtown Placerville at  the El Dorado Arts Council 

ArtSpace, 459 Main Street, open 10 a.m.- 6 p.m. Tues - Sat.   

 MAY 15th  Saturday, at 4:00 p.m.   Show Reception and Awards Presenta-

tion  followed by Third Saturday Art Walk.    

 MAY 17th  Monday, 10 a.m.-noon  Pickup day for Show entries at 459 

Main St., Placerville. 

MAY 14th Friday,  8:00 a.m. - ? Paint-out at Kanaka Valley, contact Kathy 

Frevert Levenson for information and directions (530) 676-8532   
 

JUNE 12th Saturday,  All day carpool to Knowlton Gallery, Lodi to see 

òINTERIORSó, and to the Haggin Museum, Stockton, to see òCalifornia 

Impressionism: Selections from the Irvine Museumó.  Contact Kathy Hall to 

sign up (530)620-3400 

JUNE 19th Saturday,  8:00 a.m. - ?  Paint-out at the Tong Ranch, El Dorado 

Hills.  Contact Thaleia Georgiades (530) 626-9188 for info and to sign up 
 

JULY 17th & 18th  Possible Paint-out at Hope Valley, hosted by Thaleia 

Georgiades (details to follow) 

JULY 31st Saturday,  Due date for Pastels on High International Exhibition  

digital entries; prospectus with details available on SPS website.  Susan Levitsky, 

Show Chair, (530) 676-0781 
 

AUGUST 7th  Saturday,   9:00 a.m - 2 p.m.. Gen. Mtg, E.D. Hills Sr. Center          

  9:00 a.m. Terri Ford Demonstration (followed by lunch break) 

  1:00 p.m. View all entries for Pastels On High  before they are sent to juror  

SEPTEMBER  13th ð 17th  Richard McKinley Workshop, Hope Valley  (waiting 

list only, contact Thaleia Georgiades,  thaleia@directcon.net) 

SEPTEMBER 19th  10:00 a.m.  Paint-out at Bridal Veil Falls picnic area 
 

OCTOBER  1st Friday,  ð OCTOBER 23rd  Saturday,  Pastels on High Inter-

national Exhibition , Hang It Up Gallery in El Dorado Hills;  

OCTOBER 9th  4 ð 6:00p.m.  POH Reception and Awards Presentation 
 

NOVEMBER   General Meeting ð (to be determined) 

DECEMBER   Winter Membership Show  Dec 6 - 10th at the Gov. Center in 

Placerville.  Contact show chair, Kaaren Poole to offer to help. (530) 672-0943  
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THE BOARD 2010 

 

President 

Kathryn Hall 

 susihall@comcast.net 

kathy@khallart.com 

530-620-3400 

 

Vice President 

Judy Hamner 

tjhamner@yahoo.com 

530-644-0131 

 

Secretary 

Robin French Stein 

temari530@yahoo.com 

530-647-1603 

 

Treasurer 

Joyce Amlick 

joycea@d-web.com 

530-676-2519 
 

Affiliate Representatives 

 Susie Baggett 

Dave Williams 

dave@hangitupgallery.com 
916-939-1845 

 
 

Membership Director 

Judy Perry 

judy@judithperryfineart.com 

530-621-1614 
 

Special Events Hostess 

Jimmie Grann 

916-358-3805 

 

Winter Show Chairperson 

Kaaren Poole 

kspoole@hughes.net 

530-672-0943 

SPS EVENTS CALENDAR 
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Public Relations Co-Directors 

Kathy Frevert Levenson  

kathyhoward85@yahoo.com 

530-676-8532 

Susan Levitsky 

slevitsky@sbcglobal.net 

530-676-0781 

 

Newsletter  

Carolyn Lewis 

carolynlewis1525@comcast.net 

530-295-4955 

 

Exhibition Director  

Pat Stoddard Aragon 

paragon6261@wildblue.net 

530-620-2432 

 

IAPS Liaison 

Mary Ann Broddrick  

mawreath1@sbcglobal.net 

530-622-2477 

 

Workshops  

Thaleia Georgiades 

thaleia@directcon.net 

530-626-9188 

 

Web Coordinator 

Kathy Frevert Levenson 

kathyhoward85@yahoo.com 

530-676-8532 
 
Spring Show Chairperson 
Gloria Vernon 
rgvernon@directcon.net 
530-621-2468 
 
Pastels on High Chairperson 
Susan Levitsky 
slevitsky@sbcglobal.net 
530-676-0781 
 

 

SPRING MEMBERSHIP SHOW AWARDS 

SPSôs annual ñSpring Brillianceò membership show 

is currently on display at EDACôs ArtSpace,  a lovely 

new venue for us at 459 Main Street, Placerville. The 

show will run through May 15th, with the reception 

that afternoon at 4 p.m. (award presentation at 5:00 

p.m.), and the third Saturday Art Walk that evening.  

The 88 paintings entered were judged by master pas-

telist Terri Ford, and the following awards were 

given:   

Best of Show:  Frances Zurek Morgan, Cliff at Pt. 

Lobos.   

Signature Category: 1st place: Thaleia Georgiades, 

Chartruse Valley;  2nd place: Bonita Paulis, The Trail 

to Heather Lake;  3rd place: Sam Liberman, Twist of 

Fate;  Honorable Mentions: Joyce Amlick, Vase of 

Roses;  Susan Levitsky, Rock Creek Tumble; Kathryn Hall, Dolly in the Daffidils; 

Connie Randmaa, French Harbor. 

Landscape/Seascape Category: 1st place: Deborah Hill, Bishop Gold; 2nd place: Ju-

dith Perry, Yosemite Splendor; 3rd place: Jean Stiles, Hope Valley; Honorable Men-

tions: Lucinda Johnson, Echo Lake Trail;  Carol Newland, Rushes at Solano; Linda 

Beach, Harbor Reflections; Judith Perry, Magic of Woods Lake.        

Portrait/Figure Category:   1st place: Kathy Cook, Concentration; 2nd place: Kathy 

Cook, Contentment;  3rd place: Maxine Farris, Hawaiian Mama;  Honorable Men-

tions: Jimmie Grann, ñBetsyò of Sturbridge Village, MA; Kathy Cook, Kathryn; Gary 

Brockett, Zuzu.     

Floral/Still Life Category:  1st place: Robin French Stein, Fresh From the Garden; 

2nd place: Deborah Hill, Desert Flora; 3rd place: Sandra Campbell, Hay Bales;  Hon-

orable Mentions: Deborah Hill, Strawberry Decca-dense; Robin French Stein, A Few 

of My Favorite Things; Maxine Farris, Iris Fantasy. 

Animal/Other Category: 1st place: Lucinda Johnson, Filoli Terrace; 2nd place: Den-

nis Youngdahl, Ianôs Dakota;  3rd place: Gary Brockett, Toucans;  Honorable Men-

tions: Pat Stoddard Aragon, Pinto Filly óInnocenceò; Pat Stoddard Aragon, 2 Blue 

Roans & a Bay; Carol Sheets, Glimmer of Hope.   

Congratulations to all of our winners! 

We encourage members to visit this exhibit whenever possible. The show is open 10 

a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday, and the staff at the gallery would be very 

pleased to have SPS members come and spend time there visiting with the public 

about the paintings, the pastel medium and our organization. 

  

Many thanks to all the members helping to make this show a success, especially Glo-

ria Vernon for her work as show coordinator, Connie and Uri Randmaa for doing a 

great job hanging the show, and Judy Perry for running her computer program that 

recorded the entries and printed all the necessary labels and paperwork involved.   

òFresh from the Gardenó 

 by Robin French Stein 
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JUNE 12th  CAR-POOL TRIP TO SEE SPECIAL ART EXHIBITS  

Hereõs a chance to join fellow artists for a fun, all-day excursion full of artistic 

inspiration!  Offering something for the still life painters, we will travel first to 

the Knowlton Gallery in Lodi to see their latest show, òINTERIORSó, the 

work of eleven wonderful artists including Kathleen Dunphy and Gil 

Dellinger as they explore still life and interior landscapes in oil, watercolor, 

and pastel.  After a stop for lunch, we will proceed to the Haggin Museum in 

Stockton to view òCalifornia Impressionism: Selections from the Irvine 

Museumó, consisting of 59 paintings that are principally plein air landscapes 

of early California between 1890-1930.  Museum admission is $5.  Contact 

Kathy Hall to sign up for this special event as weõll need to arrange meeting 

places and drivers.  (530) 620-3400 or susihall@comcast.net . Those who can 

volunteer to drive will be greatly appreciated.    

JUNE 19th   PAINT-OUT AT THE TONG RANCH  

How many of us have routinely admired the old ranch house sitting in a grove of trees just south of Highway 50 

beyond El Dorado Hills as you head east up the hill toward Placerville?  Good news!   Thaleia Georgiades has 

arranged for our members to have access to this property, the Tong Ranch in what was known as Clarksville, for a 

paint-out on Saturday, June 19th starting at 8:00 a.m.   Bring your lunch and water along with your painting gear, 

porta-potty facilities will be available. Contact Thaleia for more information and directions.  (530) 626-9188 or 

thaleia@directcon.net .  

MAY 14th   PAINT-OUT AT KANAKA VALLEY  

The Kanaka Valley is located in the central Sierra foothills in western El Do-

rado County, north of Highway 50 and southeast of Folsom Lake -- access is 

from Deer Valley Road.   It is newly protected land and during a recent hike, 

SPS members Kathy Frevert Levenson and David Beauchamp found it 

would be a wonderful place for a paint-out.  The Kanaka Valley was named for 

the Native Hawaiians known as Kanakans who came to California just before 

the gold rush. They settled in the valley and said it reminded them of their na-

tive land. There are acres of blue oak woodland, valley oak woodland, blue oak 

foothill pine, and montane hardwood, as well as 100 acres of riparian habitat 

along Jillõs Creek and Crocker Creek, large meadows and in a few spots distant 

visits of the Sierras.   There are no bathrooms or water so plan accordingly.  

Plan to walk a short distance for the better views.   

Time: 8:00 a.m. to noon.  If cancelled by rain, the following Friday, May 21st will be the backup date. 

Contact Kathy Frevert Levenson to get directions:  kathyhoward85@yahoo.com, (530) 676-8532 

COMING EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES  
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Pastels On High Prospectus is Available Now 

The Prospectus (a fancy word for the application and rules) for our 8th International Juried Exhibition, Pastels 

on High,  is now available on our SPS website.  Youõll need to print if off to fill it out and send it in.  Also note 

that we are only accepting images sent in on disk, no more photographic slides (itõs almost prohibitively expensive 

these days to produce slidesé.and almost all national juried shows have ôgone digitalõ.) We will be presenting this 

great pastel exhibit at Hang It Up Gallery in El Dorado Hills October 1st through 23rd.  So get out there and 

paint those wonderful works of art!  The deadline for entries will be July 31st.   
 

The show is now being advertised far and wide in many art magazines and online.  Right now weõre sending out 

letters requesting donations from sponsors for awards and to help us put on the show.  And since itõs always diffi-

cult to find enough funds to support a show like this, so weõre also happy when members give can a small dona-

tion to help us present these beautiful paintings to the public.  Put our August general meeting on your calendar 

now so you wonõt forget to come to see all the paintings that are submitted (before the judges get to).  There is 

much to do and lots of fun putting on this important show.  If you have suggestions for sponsors or would like to 

help in any way between now and the show, please contact show coordinator, Susan Levitsky, at 530-676-0781 

or slevitsky@sbcglobal.net.   
 

How to find the prospectus online: Just go to www.sierrapastelsociety.net and click on the International Exhibi-

tion button on the left side of the home page, then scroll down to where it says, ôsee prospectusõ.  Click on the 

word prospectus and, Ta-Da!, there you have it.  (You can also type in the whole web address in your browser:  

http://sierrapastelsociety.net/pdf/POH%20Prospect2010.pdf and it should take you right there).  

PASTELS ON HIGH   

 MEMBERSHIP SHOW BOOKLETS AVAILABLE  

òHOT OF THE PRESSó 

The first annual Sierra Pastel Society membership booklets that were not picked May 4th 

will be mailed to members.  Many thanks to our membership chair, Judy Perry, for all her 

work putting these together for us! 

 

 

 FROM THE EDITOR  

 

I hope you enjoy our new segment on pages 7 & 11,  TIPS FOR THE ARTIST IN YOU.  This will be as space 

permits in each issue.  Thanks Susan Levitsky for the article that came from the Fine Art Views (a daily newslet-

ter) on Practicing Quiet Confidence. 

Thank you who made comments about the newsletter, that meant a lot to me and spurs me on to make it better! 

                                                                                                                            - Carolyn Lewis 
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