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      July ðAugust 2010  

Sizzlinõ summer salutations!  Things are heating up with some exciting SPS events 

planned for the next two months - including a weekend to paint at Hope Valley, a 

one day workshop for making your own pastel surfaces, and a great two-part 

general meeting!  Check out all the information inside, and be sure to mark your cal-

endars so you wonõt miss out. 

Watch for a new feature starting with this issue of our newsletter ð a column written 

by Urania Christy Tarbet, founder of the International Association of Pastel Socie-

ties, and President Emeritus.  Urania will be sharing information relevant for pastel art-

ists ð and artists in general!  She will also answer specific questions submitted by mem-

bers. Watch for òUraniaõs Art Tidbitsó, and send your questions to ura-

niact@comcast.net . 

Remember the entry deadline for our 8th Pastels on High International Exhibition is 

fast approaching ð July 31st.  Hopefully you have been pushing your pastels into some 

wonderful creations, and are ready to submit your best.  The idea of entering a big jur-

ied competition can be intimidating if you havenõt done so before, but the fear of rejec-

tion should not deter you; you never know what you can achieve until you try!  Things 

that will help you: make sure the digital images on your entry CD are top quality, with 

no mat or frame showing, and representing the original painting as closely as possible.  

Other entry specifications are listed on the prospectus. 

We have received numerous queries this year asking how SPS Signature Membership 

status is attained.  Signature status indicates that you have achieved an advanced level 

of ability as a pastel artist, and is conveyed in one of two ways.  Having paintings juried 

into three consecutive Pastel on High International Exhibitions automatically advances 

an artist to that status, but that takes at least 5 years because our shows are biennial.  

The other way is to submit 3 digital images for evaluation by a juror during our annual 

review process - now set for August.  So if you are currently an Associate Member 

interested in advancing to Signature status, please see the article inside the back page of 

this issue for instructions and application form.  I will share a suggestion given by Dis-

tinguished Pastelist Duane Wakeham, after he juried our Signature applications last 

year.  Duane was commenting on the tendency of artists to feel that they should dem-

onstrate their diversity by submitting paintings of a variety of subject matter, even exe-

cuted in different styles, and he went on to say òéas jurors, I find that my colleagues 

and I are more interested in seeing paintings that demonstrate an artistõs consistency.ó  

Duane is not our juror this year, but this is good information to keep in mind. 

I consistently wish you the best in your pastel endeavors! ð Kathy Hall 
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Please be sure to RSVP early to those hosting events, so that they can plan 
for the right number of attendees (food, timing, travel, etc) 
                   

JULY 17th & 18th  Saturday & Sunday  Paint-out in Hope Valley, hosted by 

Thaleia Georgiades  (530) 626-9188 for additional information and to signup 

JULY 25th  Sunday  Learn to make your own pastel surfaces - hands on - taught 

by Deborah Hill , small fee for materials, hosted by Thaleia Georgiades in El 

Dorado (530) 626-9188 

JULY 31st  Saturday  Due date for digital entries for Pastels on High International 

Exhibition; prospectus with details available on SPS website.  Susan Levitsky, 

Show Chair (530) 676-0781, or Kathy Hall (530) 620-3400 if questions. 

AUGUST 7th  Saturday  9 a.m. ð 2 p.m.  SPS General Meeting, El Dorado Hills 

Sr. Center, El Dorado Hills 

 9:00 a.m.  Terri Ford pastel demonstration (followed by lunch break) 

 1:00 p.m. View all entries for Pastels on High before they are sent to juror 

SEPTEMBER 13th ð 17th Richard McKinley Workshop, Hope Valley (waiting 

list only, contact Thaleia Georgiades, thaleia@directcon.net ) 

SEPTEMBER 19th  Sunday 10:00 a.m. Paint-out at Bridal Veil Falls picnic area.  

OCTOBER 1st  Friday ð OCTOBER  23rd Saturday, Pastels on High International 

Exhibition, Hang It Up Gallery in El Dorado Hills 

OCTOBER 9TH   4 ð 6:00 p.m. Pastels on High Reception and Awards Presentation 

NOVEMBER   General Meeting ð (to be determined) 

DECEMBER 7 th Tuesday ð JANUARY 8th Saturday  Winter Membership 

Show, EDACõs ArtSpace Gallery (receiving Monday, Dec. 6th; take down Sunday, 

Jan. 9th)  Kaaren Poole, Show Chair 

DECEMBER 18th Saturday  Reception & Awards Presentation, Holiday Party, 3rd 

Saturday Art Walk (details to follow) 

 

For further information, and to check recent event changes if any, see our 

website:    www.sierrapastelsociety.net/events 
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SPS EVENTS CALENDAR 

 

òUse the talents you possess, for the woods would 

be very silent if no birds sang except the best.ó    

~ Author Unknown ~          
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WEEKEND PAINT OUT AT HOPE VALLEY  

July 17th and/or 18thé. one day or both! 

At Thaleia & Tomõs Storybook Log Cabin! 
 

Whether you are an accom-

plished outdoor painter, or a 

novice wanting the experience, 

here is a wonderful opportunity!  

SPS member Thaleia Geor-

giades is offering to host this 

event in the gorgeous Hope Val-

ley area, and even offering possi-

ble accommodations!  Consider 

staying overnight to enjoy both 

evening and morning paint times - and the company of fellow artists - in Thaleia 

& Tomõs Storybook Log Cabin or camped on their beautiful property! 

The home has 4 single beds and a queen bed in 2 bedrooms so it can accommo-

date 5 or 6 guests.  Sleeping bags are okay if anyone wants to sleep on the floor or 

in the loft/office. Weõll need to put the men in one room and ladies in the other. 

There are 2 bathrooms. The fee to stay at the cabin is just $20!  For those who 

just want to hang around the cabin, thatõs okay, too.  There are views from the 

cabin, satellite TV, and internet access.  All are welcome but we can only sleep 5 

or 6 in beds.  

The home is on 20 acres with plenty of room for several self-contained motor 

homes, travel trailers, or those who prefer to camp out!  Those who want to camp 

or park a motor home pay $5. Everyone is welcome to join Thaleia and Tom at 

the cabin for breakfast, dinner, rest stop, etc. The fees mentioned above are to 

cover the cost of heating and cooking fuel and miscellaneous supplies; meals will 

be potluck. 

Additional accommodations 

can be found at Sorensenõs 

Resort in Hope Valley, at Lake 

Tahoe, or at the Carson Valley 

Inn in Minden, NV.  

Call Thaleia for information 

or to reserve a bed: 530-626-

9188, or cell: 530-957-3800. 

She will provide maps of pos-

sible paint locations around 

the Hope Valley area, rest-

rooms, and directions to the cabin.  Contact her by e-mail, and she can forward 

information to you ahead of time. thaleia@directcon.net .  
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Saturday, August 7th we have an exceptional meeting planned, so mark your cal-

endars now!  Starting at 9:00 a.m. at the El Dorado Hills Sr. Center, we will enjoy 

a pastel demonstration by the charming award-winning master pastelist and 

teacher, Terri Ford of San Jose.  Terriõs paintings have gained national and inter-

national recognition, and her work has been featured in numerous art publica-

tions.  òMy passion for pastels never subsides. It becomes more intense as I continue my jour-

ney with them.ó Terri is a signature member of Pastel Society of America, awarded 

Distinguished Pastelist of Pastel Society of the West Coast, and has attained Mas-

ter Circle status with the International Assoc. of Pastel Societies.  She is also a 

signature member of SPS!    Visit her gallery of paintings and learn more about 

Terri on her website: www.terrifordart.com.   

Following Terriõs demonstration, we will break for lunch.  You can bring your 

own and stay at the center, or find choices across the street in the shopping cen-

ter, or across Highway 50 in the Town Center area.   

At 1:00 p.m. we will reconvene at the center to view on the big screen the entries submitted for our coming Pastels 

on High International Exhibition.  This is an opportunity to see all of the entries before our juror, Tina Moore, 

makes the final choices of what will hang in the show.  Have fun deciding which paintings you think should make 

it into the show and, when the show opens in October, find out how well you did!  The El Dorado Hills Senior 

Center is located at 990 Lassen Lane, El Dorado Hills. 

GENERAL MEETING AUGUST 7TH ñ A DOUBLE TREAT!  

 

 

SPRING MEMBERSHIP SHOW FOLLOW UP  

 

CONNIE RANDMAA WINS PUBLICõS CHOICE AWARD 

SPSõs spring membership show, Spring Brilliance, attracted many visitors to EDACõs 

ArtSpace Gallery in downtown Placerville May 5th through 15th, and the compliments 

abounded about our wonderful artwork!   EDACõs invitation/challenge to local florists to 

create arrangements to enhance seven of the paintings turned out to be a wonderful addi-

tion with some amazing results.  The photograph here shows Deborah Hillõs òThe 

Other Mona Lisaó just beyond its floral interpretation.  The May 15th Reception and 

Award Presentation was well at-

tended, and visitors continued into 

the evening during the 3rd Saturday 

Art Walk.  The length of the show 

and the extended viewing time re-

sulted in many votes being cast for 

the Publicõs Choice Award  - and many different paintings 

were voted for.  When all were counted, Connie Rand-

maaõs òSunset at Seaó was the winner.  Congratulations 

Connie!  Congratulations also to Kathy Frevert Levenson, 

Bonita Paulis and Frances Zurek Morgan; each had a 

painting sell during the show. 
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